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Test of 205/55 R16 tyres

Sixteen sets of 205/55 R16 summer tyres were chosen for the test: Continental
ContiPremiumContact 5 (#1), Pirelli Cinturato P7 (#2), Hankook Ventus Prime2 (#3), Toyo
Proxes CF2 (#3), Michelin Primacy 3 (#4), Goodyear Efficient Grip Performance (#4),
Nokian Hakka Blue (#5), Yokohama C.drive 2 (#6), Bridgestone Turanza T001 (#7),
Cooper Zeon CS6 (#8), Matador MP 44 Elite 3 (#5), Formula Energy (#7), Nordman SX
(#9), Cordiant Sport 3 (#10), Viatti Strada Asimmetrico (#11), and Sava Intensa (#12).
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5 (#1):
+Good grip and controllability on wet asphalt and driving comfort;
- Insufficient wear resistance after active driving.
Pirelli Cinturato P7 (#2):
+ Good grip on wet asphalt and controllability on dry asphalt, high noise comfort;
- The car tends to sideslip on wet asphalt, and its ride comfort is too low.
Hankook Ventus Prime2 (#3):
+ Good grip on wet asphalt and controllability on dry asphalt, high noise comfort;
- Insufficient steering reliability on wet asphalt, low ride comfort.
Toyo Proxes CF2 (#3):
+Good grip and controllability on wet asphalt, high driving comfort, low price;
- Insufficient steering reliability on dry asphalt.
Formula Energy (#7):
+ High hydroplaning resistance;
- Good grip on wet asphalt.
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Between First and Second
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Braking distance on wet asphalt from
80 km/h (using ABS), m
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Toyo Praxes CF2
Michelin Primacy 3
Nokian Hakka Blue
Yokohama C.drive 2
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Bridqestone Turanza T001
Formula Energy

29.1
31.8
31.9
32.4
32.4
32.6
32.8
33.4
33.8
34.0
34.5

PR News
Media Monitoring and Analysis Company
7, Bldg. 2, 5th Yamskogo Polya Street, Moscow, Russia, 125040
TEL.: +7-495-789-4259, FAX: +7-495-789-4259

Nordman SX
Cooper Zeon CS6
Cordiant Sport 3
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Sava Intensa

34.6
34.7
36.3
3 6.7
39.5

 “First line” tyres
 “Second line” tyres

Steering reliability on wet asphalt,
points*
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Michelin Primacy 3
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Nokian Hakka Blue
Toyo Praxes CF2
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Formula Energy
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Sava Intensa
Cordiant Sport 3
Nordman SX
Cooper Zeon CS6
Bridqestone Turanza T001
Yokohama C.drive 2

10
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
6
6

*On the ten-point scale, a higher value means a better result.

Speed at start of hydroplaning on the
straight (water bath 7 mm deep), km/h
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Formula Energy
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Yokohama C.drive 2
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Nordman SX
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Toyo Proxes CF2
Michelin Primacy 3
Cordiant Sport 3
Bridqestone Turanza T001
Nokian Hakka Blue
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Sava Intensa
Cooper Zeon CS6

80.7
80.7
80.6
80.3
79.1
79.1
78.8
78.7
78.3
78.1
78.1
78.0
75.1
75.1
73.6
72.8

 “First line” tyres
 “Second line” tyres

Lap time on wet asphalt, s
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Toyo Proxes CF2
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Bridqestone Turanza T001
Michelin Primacy 3
Yokohama C.drive 2
Nokian Hakka Blue
Formula Energy
Cooper Zeon CS6
Nordman SX
Cordiant Sport 3
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Sava Intensa

15.2
15.3
15.3
15.5
15.7
15.8
15.9
16.1
16.1
16.2
16.4
16.5
16.5
16.7
17.1
17.3

Lap time on winding track on wet
asphalt, s
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Toyo Proxes CF2
Nokian Hakka Blue
Michelin Primacy 3
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Bridqestone Turanza T001
Yokohama C.drive 2
Formula Energy
Cordiant Sport 3
Nordman SX
Cooper Zeon CS6
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Sava Intensa

101.8
102.1
102.9
104.0
105.0
105.3
105.6
106.2
108.5
1 09.1
1 09.8
1 10.3
11 2.0
11 2.2
11 3.0
113 .9
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Braking distance on dry asphalt from
100 km/h (using ABS), m
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Michelin Primacy 3
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Toyo Proxes CF2
Nokian Hakka Blue
Yokohama С.drive 2
Formula Energy
Bridgestone Turanza T001

37.7
38.0
38.8
38.9
38.9
39.1
39.1
39.7
39.7
40.2
40.5
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Sava Intensa
Cooper Zeon CS6
Cordiant Sport 3
Nordman SX
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico

40.5
40.9
41.3
41.5
41.5

 “First line” tyres
 “Second line” tyres

Steering reliability on dry asphalt,
points*
Michelin Primacy 3
Nokian Hakka Blue
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Toyo Proxes CF2
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Yokohama С.drive 2
Formula Energy
Bridgestone Turanza T001
Cordiant Sport 3
Nordman SX
Cooper Zeon CS6
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Sava Intensa

9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7

Subjective ratings of noise comfort,
points*
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Sava Intensa
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Toyo Proxes CF2
Michelin Primacy 3
Cooper Zeon CS6
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Formula Energy
Yokohama С.drive 2
Nokian Hakka Blue
Cordiant Sport 3
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Bridgestone Turanza T001
Nordman SX

10
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
6
6

Subjective ratings of ride comfort,
points*
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Toyo Proxes CF2
Michelin Primacy 3
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Cooper Zeon CS6
Cordiant Sport 3
Formula Energy
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Sava Intensa
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Nokian Hakka Blue
Yokohama С.drive 2
Nordman SX
Bridgestone Turanza T001

10
9
9
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
6

*On the ten-point scale, a higher value means a better result.
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Loss of rolling resistance, kg/1000 kg
of vertical load
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Michelin Primacy 3
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Toyo Proxes CF2
Cooper Zeon CS6
Nordman SX
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Nokian Hakka Blue
Bridgestone Turanza T001
Formula Energy
Yokohama С.drive 2

7.7
8.2
8.3
8.3
8.4
8.4
8.5
8.8
8.9
9.0
9.1
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Pirelli Cinturato P7
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Cordiant Sport 3
Sava Intensa
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico

9.3
9.6
10.0
10.1
10.5

 “First line” tyres
 “Second line” tyres

Approximate prices for 205/55 R16
tyres in online stores, rubles
Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
Formula Energy
Cordiant Sport 3
Matador MP 44 Elite 3
Sava Intensa
Nordman SX
Toyo Proxes CF2
Hankook Ventus Prime2
Yokohama С.drive 2
Michelin Primacy 3
Continental ContiPremiumContact 5
Nokian Hakka Blue
Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance
Bridgestone Turanza T001
Pirelli Cinturato P7
Cooper Zeon CS6

2,800
2,850
2,900
2,900
3,000
3,000
3,100
3,400
3,450
3,800
3,800
3,800
3,850
3,900
4,000
4,400
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Test results
Type of test

Weighting, % “First line” tyres

“Second line” tyres

Bridgestone

Continental

Cooper Goodyear Hankook Michelin Nokian Pirelli Toyo Yokohama Cordiant

Formula Matador Nordman Sava Viatti

Wet asphalt

60%

Braking with ABS

20%

8

10

7

8

9

9

9

9

9

8

6

7

9

7

5

6

Hydroplaning resistance on the straight

15%

9

9

6

9

10

9

7

10

9

10

9

10

9

9

6

7

Lateral grip (lap time)

5%

9

10

7

10

9

8

8

10

10

8

7

7

9

7

6

6

Handling (lap time on winding track)

10%

8

10

7

10

9

9

9

10

9

8

8

8

9

7

6

6

Steering reliability

10%

6

10

7

9

8

9

9

8

9

6

7

8

9

7

8

8

Dry asphalt

20 %

Braking with ABS

10 %

8

10

7

9

9

10

8

9

9

8

7

8

9

7

8

7

Steering reliability

10 %

8

8

7

8

9

9

9

9

8

8

8

8

9

8

7

7

Comfort and economy

20%

Noise comfort

10%

6

10

8

9

9

8

7

9

9

8

7

8

8

6

9

7

Ride comfort

5%

6

10

8

9

8

8

7

8

9

7

8

8

8

7

8

8

Rolling resistance

5%

8

9

9

10

8

9

8

8

9

8

7

8

9

9

7

7

Overall score

100%

7.70

9.60

7.10

8.90

8.95

8.90

8.20

9.10

8.95

8.05

7. 35

8.05

8.85

7. 40

6.75

6.80
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For the latest comparative test, we chose 16 set of summer tyres of the popular 205/55 R16 size. They included more expensive “first
line” tyres and relatively affordable “second line” tyres. The goal of the tests was not only to determine the best model in each group,
but also to compare all of the tyres under the same conditions. Maybe it’s not worth overpaying for a heavily advertised brand.
Oleg Rastegaev
Photos: Oleg Rastegaev and Andrei Mokhov
Test group: Andrei Mokhov, Ivan Shadrichev and Oleg Rastegaev
There were no long discussions about the choice of car: the new generation Skoda Octavia has just appeared in Moscow. It’s a great
version that’s good on the track and it won’t be a drag on the highway either. And it was a long road of three thousand kilometers from
Moscow to the French city of Clermont-Ferrand, where Michelin has a test track.
Golden Belarusian grain fields, endless apple orchards in Poland, boring dividers of interminable German autobahns, where the Octavia
1.8Т easily held steady at 220 km/h passed outside the windows. You could even add that the car was “shod” in V-rated domestic Viatti
Strada Asimmetrico tyres allowing 240 km/h.
We arrived near the end of the third day. On one side of the hoist, there was a pile of “first line” tyres: Continental
ContiPremiumContact 5, Pirelli Cinturato P7, Michelin Primacy 3T Goodyear EfficientGrip Performance, Bridgestone Turanza T001,
Hankook Ventus Prime2, Toyo Proxes CF2, Nokian Hakka Blue, Yokohama C.drive 2 and Cooper Zeon CS6. There were ten sets
altogether. On the other side, there were six sets of “second line” tyres: Matador MP 44 Elite 3, Formula Energy, Nordman SX, Sava
Intensa, Cordiant Sport 3 and Viatti Strada Asimmetrico.
We should explain that all large tyre companies today manufacture products under several brand names. If the brand had the same
name as the company, it was a sure sign that we had “first line” tyres incorporating the most advanced technologies. These included
Continental, Pirelli, Goodyear, Nokian... Along with “first line”, these same companies manufacture simpler and cheaper tyres, like
Matador, Formula, Sava and Nordman. They’re usually called “second line” tyres. We included Russian-made Cordiant and Viatti tyres
in this category. The price difference between first and second line tyres, especially large tyres, is nearly twice but it’s not as big in our
205/55 R16 size. “First line” tyres cost from 3,100 to 4,400 rubles, while prices “second line” tyres are 3,000 rubles or less. Prices for
these tyres were higher last year, but demand lagged behind supply, so warehouses had surpluses.
Today you can buy them at very attractive prices. Imported tyres from fresh supplies will be more expensive, if only because of the
increasing Euro rate.
The most dangerous road surface for summer tyres is wet asphalt. We’ll start with it and do laps on a track 220 m in diameter and
on a circuit 2,300 m long.
Before starting qualification runs on the track, we need to prepare the surface, by going from one side to the other ten times to get rid
of the slippery film that covers asphalt when the watering system is shut off. I did ten counterclockwise laps, then changed direction;
and on the second lap – bang! Thick white smoke spurted from the exhaust pipe, and the interior smelled like burning oil. Oh great…
The tests haven’t even started, and I’ve already blown out the engine?
I shut off the engine and started up again. The engine worked erratically for a while when idling, but everything was back to normal
after a minute – the “Check Engine” light didn’t even come on. We checked the oil level. It was topped up, without emulsion. Then we
repeated the dangerous experiment and realized the “explosion” was caused by an oil leak. When the car is driven for several minutes
with constant lateral acceleration of about 0.7 g, oil runs to the rear part of the engine under centrifugal force and ends up in the
combustion chamber. Luckily, that didn’t happen in the opposite direction. That means we’ll do only counterclockwise laps.
One set, two, three, sixteen… The best lap times were on the Continental, Pirelli and Тоуо tyres; and, as expected, the “slipperiest”
ones were the “second line” Sava and Viatti tyres.
There was a similar alignment of forces on the handling track. But along with lap time, we also counted steering reliability. On some
tyres, you could drive fast and show good time, but you had to be really accurate, sometimes working the steering wheel and gas
in advance. Not every experienced driver can manage that, and a novice even less so. It’s not worth counting on the stability control
system, since its performance also depends on the tyres’ grip. The system works smoothly and comfortably with some tyres, but with
others the car rebels, scaring the driver.
So to get a more accurate rating of the tyres on the track, I drove with the stability control system completely shut off. It was easiest of
all on the Continental and Goodyear tyres, and we managed the fastest lap times with them. But driving on wet asphalt with the Viatti
and Sava tyres was really slippery – like driving on ice. The lag behind the leaders was more than ten seconds per lap!
While I spun around the track, “Uncle” Vanya and Andrei Mokhov “smoothed out” the surface in the braking sector. It was also on wet
asphalt covered with a one-millimeter layer of water, then another ten laps until the results stabilized. It was only then that we braked
ten to twelve times on each set of tyres. The favorites were the same old Continentals. The braking distance from 80 km/h on the Sava
tyres (the outsiders) was ten meters more!
Heavy rain means having to drive through deep puddles, and there’s a threat of hydroplaning: the tyre loses reliable contact with the
bearing surface, which threatens complete loss of control over the car for a certain time. How do tyres resist hydroplaning? The most
important thing here is the tread pattern – the width, depth and arrangement of the grooves. After a test cycle on a track flooded with
seven millimeters of water, we found that the Pirelli, Formula and Hankook tyres had the best drainage properties. The Coopers started
“floating” before the others.
Now for dry asphalt. The differences between tyres both during braking and laps on a winding track aren’t as great. The variation
in braking distance from 100 km/h was no more than four meters, and the Continentals showed the best result here.
The program ended with a rating of the effect of the tyres on ride and noise comfort. We tested each set of tyres by driving a short
route on special roads with sections of rough “Russian-style” asphalt, ridges, joints and pits. We liked the comfort of the Continental,
Goodyear and Тоуо tyres better than the others. The hardest and noisiest ones were the Bridgestone and Nordman tyres.
Even though every year it’s becoming harder and harder to tell the difference between tyres, especially the ones manufactured
by leading companies, the Continental ContiPremiumContact 5 tyres were the absolute leaders. Outstanding grip on wet asphalt is
combined with the greatest comfort.
The only thing warning note during laps on the dry handling track was wear resistance. The rubber in the shoulder started wearing
after six “tactical” laps, which we didn’t observe on the other tyres.
Still, given such a clear advantage of the ContiPremiumContact 5, we had our doubts. After all, the manufacturer – Continental – had
given us these tyres. What if they had “cooked up” special tyres for us? This was theoretically possible. In order to take the load off our
minds, we bought a set of the same tyres at the nearest tyre store and compared with the ones from the “winning” set. The results
were the same, and without a shadow of a doubt, ContiPremiumContact 5 tyres are the best.
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Among the remaining test participants, there was a tight group of tyres that weren’t as outstanding but were still very respectable.
They included Pirelli Cinturato Р7, Hankook Ventus Prime2, Toyo Proxes CF2, Michelin Primacy 3 and Goodyear EfficientGrip
Performance. They all had nearly the same number of points in the final rating.
The Matador MP 44 Elite 3 tyres are also worth mentioning. They weren’t the best of the “second line”, but they collected almost
as many points as the Michelin and Goodyear tyres. The Formula Energy tyres weren’t far behind; they are also a good option from the
relatively affordable tyres.
There were also disappointments like the Cooper Zeon CS6 tyres, which performed very poorly, especially on wet asphalt.
The Sava Intensa and Viatti Strada Asimmetrico models were the “outsiders” among the “second line” tyres.

ContinentalContiPremiumContact 5
+

• Grip on wet asphalt
• Handling on wet asphalt
• Comfort

-

• Lack of wear resistance in active driving
Overall score

9.6

The undisputed winner in all tests on wet asphalt! On the winding track, there is an ideal balance between drift and skidding. Rain
tyres? Not quite: in heavy rain, they’ll “float” on puddles a bit sooner than the Pirelli or Formula tyres.
On dry asphalt they had the minimum braking distance and best comfort indicators. They were the quietest and softest tyres in our
test. However, this softness worked against them on the dry handling track: the car’s response wasn’t exactly precise. What’s more,
after six fast laps, the tread shoulder was more worn than the other competitors.
They’re great tyres for normal driving conditions, but for track days, it’s better to choose something else.
Size

205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
(62 standard sizes are available,
from 175/65 RI4 to 225/55 RI7)
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
grams/wheel
8.8 Date of manufacture (week-year)
Country of manufacture

Speed rating
Load index
Weight, kg

57

8.0
35
28-13
France

Pirelli Cinturato P7
+

-

•
•
•
•
•

Grip on wet asphalt
Handling on dry asphalt
Noise comfort
The car tends to skid on wet asphalt
Low ride comfort
Overall score

9.1

This is the fifth year for Pirelli Cinturato P7 models, but second place in our rating shows that the tyres have been successfully
upgraded. They’re behind only the Continental tyres in grip on wet asphalt, and they have the best hydroplaning resistance of all. They
didn’t always show the sports characteristics of Pirelli tyres on the wet handling track. There were abrupt breaks into sliding, and
we sometimes noted an excessive tendency to skid.
However, on dry asphalt, they made turns like they were on rails. And there was no noise. They handled small seams and joints well,
but ruts were much more noticeable in the interior. You feel the high “carcass stiffness”.
A good option for fast drivers.
205/55 R16 Shore rubber hardness, un.
Size
60
(60 standard sizes are available,
from 205/50 R16 to 275/45 R18)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
8.1
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
24
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
8.6 Date of manufacture (week-year)
47-12
Country of manufacture
Italy

Hankook Ventus Prime2
+

-

•
•
•
•
•

Grip on wet asphalt
Handling on dry asphalt
Noise comfort
Low steering reliability on wet asphalt
Low ride comfort
Overall score

8.95

This year, Hankook tyres have been approved for initial installment on the whole Mercedes S class! Now that’s progress. Hankook
Ventus Prime2 tyres have excellent grip on wet asphalt and confidently resist hydroplaning. The car’s behavior on the wet track was
a bit rough, something like laps on the Pirelli tyres, but both of them allow you to drive fast.
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Driving on dry asphalt is fast and satisfying. Reactions to turns of the wheel are straightforward and precise, even at 150 km/h. The
Hankooks also have the same comfort ratings as the Pirellis. The noise level during movement is the same; the difference is that the
Hankooks are a bit stiffer on small bumps, but softer on large ones.
Are you still wary of the Korean origin of Hankook tyres? We aren’t anymore. At the very least you can put summer Hankook tyres
on premium class cars with confidence. Winter models still have a ways to go.
Size

205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
(44 standard sizes are available,
from 185/55 R15 to 235/55 R17)
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
grams/wheel
8.8 Date of manufacture (week-year)
Country of manufacture

Speed rating
Load index
Weight, kg

62

7.5
24
27-13
Hungary

Toyo Proxes CF2
+

• Grip and handling on wet asphalt
• Comfort
• Price

-

• Low steering reliability on dry asphalt
Overall score

8.95

Tyres from the Japanese company Toyo are still a “dark horse” for Russian consumers, and sales are noticeably less than for the other
Japanese tyres, like Bridgetstone or Yokohama, and new models appear without much publicity. Too bad: Тоуо Proxes CF2 are great
tyres! They’re only slightly behind the European leaders on wet asphalt, and the car behaves very well on the handling track.
The Toyos allow confident braking on dry asphalt, but we noted slight delays in responding to turns on the wheel on the handling track;
and high-speed turns require precision steering and sometimes correction of a skid. However, they roll quietly and softly. And lightly:
their rolling resistance coefficient puts these tyres in the top three.
The most important advantage is price. The Тоуо Proxes CF2 is the most affordable of the “first line” tyres. We recommend them.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
61
(19 standard sizes are available,
from 175/65 R15 to 235/45 R17)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
8.5
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
50
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.1 Date of manufacture (week-year)
49-12
Country of manufacture
Japan

Michelin Primacy 3
+
-

•
•
•
•

Grip and handling on dry asphalt
Steering reliability on wet asphalt
Poor grip on wet asphalt
Low comfort level
Overall score

8.9

Michelin Primacy 3 tyres appeared last year (AR No. 4, 2013). Braking distance on wet asphalt is 2.5 m more than on the Continental
tyres, and there is a noticeable lag on the handling track as well. Front axle drift dominates in turns, but no hint of rear axle skidding,
which makes it easy drive even without the stability control system.
Michelin tyres traditionally perform well on dry asphalt in both braking and on the handling track. They roll well too – only the Goodyear
tyres roll more easily. It’s worse with comfort: the noise is unobtrusive, but the level is still higher than for the leading competitors.
It’s too bad that a tyre durability rating is outside the scope of our tests, since tyre life is a traditional advantage of Michelins. However,
even without that, we can recommend Michelin Primacy 3 tyres, especially for those who live in southern regions and like to drive fast.
The important thing is not to get carried away on wet pavement.
Size

205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
(32 standard sizes are available,
from 205/55 R16 to 275/40 R19)
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
grams/wheel
8.8 Date of manufacture (week-year)
Country of manufacture

Speed rating
Load index
Weight, kg

Goodyear Efficient Grip Performance
+

• Handling on wet asphalt
• Comfort
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56

7.0
40
50-12
Germany

-

• Low rolling resistance
• Poor braking properties on wet asphalt
• Handling on dry asphalt
Overall score

8.9

Goodyear tyres have traditionally been strong on wet asphalt (AR No. 6, No. 7, 2013) and the Efficient Grip Performance model
is no exception. On the handling track, they’re only 0.3 seconds behind the test leaders – the Continental tyres – on a 2.3 km track.
They respond smoothly and precisely to the steering wheel. The only uncertainty appears during braking, when the wheels are locked
early. The Octavia model takes nearly five more meters to stop from 80 km/h than the Continentals!
It’s the opposite on dry asphalt: everything is fine with braking, but reactions become “smeared” in turns.
They are soft, quiet tyres, and we would recommend them for anyone who likes calm, comfortable driving.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
62
(68 standard sizes are available,
from 185/60 R14 to 245/40 R18)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.6
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
43
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
7.8 Date of manufacture (week-year)
28-13
Country of manufacture
Poland

Nokian Hakka Blue
+
-

•
•
•
•
•

Steering reliability on wet asphalt
Steering reliability on dry asphalt
Low hydroplaning resistance
Low ride comfort
Noise
Overall score

8.2

We’ve already tested both “green” and “black” Nokians, i.e., Hakka Black and Hakka Green (AR No. 6, 2012, AR No. 6, 2013). The
results weren’t outstanding. The situation is similar to “blue” tyres. Despite the new technologies announced by the manufacturer
(polished tread grooves, special silica composition), on wet asphalt, the tyres couldn’t compete with the leaders. But we liked the car’s
behavior on the handling track. The car goes into gentle skids that are easy to correct. The main thing is to avoid deep puddles,
because Nokian tyres start “floating” on them early.
Reactions are fast and precise on dry asphalt, but motion is accompanied by increased noise and shaking. This is partly due to the
“Extra Load” marking. The tyres are designed for a high load, and thus have a reinforced carcass with a more rigid structure. There are
no “softer” versions, since the entire Hakka Blue line has the “Extra Load” marking.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
65
(23 standard sizes are available,
from 185/55 R15 to 225/45 R17)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.0
Load index
94 (670 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
24
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
8.2 Date of manufacture (week-year)
29-13
Country of manufacture
Russia

Yokohama C.drive 2
+
-

• High hydroplaning resistance
• Handling on wet asphalt
• Low ride comfort
Overall score

8.05

Whereas the Yokohama tyres supplied to the Russian market were previously made in Japan or the Philippines, some models have been
manufactured in Russia at a new plant in Lipetsk for the last two years. They include Yokohama С.drive 2 tyres.
They’re even better in braking than the Goodyear tyres! However, they lacked grip on the winding track, and the car abruptly broke into
prolonged skids. As a result, they were more than seven seconds behind the test leader on the 2.3 km track. But there are no
complaints about drainage properties of the tread – the Yokohamas confidently resist hydroplaning.
Braking properties and handling performance are average on dry asphalt, while comfort is below average (sizable jolts are transmitted
to the body on small bumps). This is sometimes due to the fact that these tyres have increased load capacity. One consolation is that
the tyres of the perennial competitor Bridgestone are even stiffer.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
58
(20 standard sizes are available,
from 185/65 R14 to 205/50 R17)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
8.0
Load index
94 (670 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
38
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.9 Date of manufacture (week-year)
46-12
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Country of manufacture

Russia

Bridgestone Turanza T001
+

• Average grip on wet asphalt

-

• Low steering reliability on wet asphalt
• Low ride comfort
• Noise
Overall score

7.7

A year ago, Bridgestone Potenza S001 tyres showed decent results in a comparison test of class UHP tyres (AR No. 6, 2013). However,
the mass-produced Turanza T001 has proved to be unreliable. The main problems are on wet asphalt. Even on a track, where the car
moved with slight skidding of the front wheels on other tyres, on the Bridgestones it broke into a skid that needed correction by the
steering wheel! And skidding on the handling track was totally unpredictable: first front end drift, then skids.
Their behavior on dry asphalt wasn’t impressive either, and braking distance during emergency deceleration from 100 km/h was more
than 40 meters, although all of the five leading tyres are within 39 meters.
The increased noise of the tyres on rough asphalt and excessive stiffness on bumps are irritating. The latter is due to the increased load
capacity (Extra Load); and Bridgestone Turanza Т001 tyres have a two-layer carcass, whereas the main competitors have a single-layer
carcass. Let’s hope that the second layer will give Bridgestone tyres increased impact resistance when they hit potholes or obstacles.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
60
(15 standard sizes are available,
from 185/60 R14 to 225/45 R19))
Speed rating
V (270 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.7
Load index
94 (670 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
23
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.7 Date of manufacture (week-year)
42-12
Country of manufacture
Japan

Cooper Zeon CS6
+
-

•
•
•
•
•

Low rolling resistance
Average comfort level
Low hydroplaning resistance
Grip on wet and dry asphalt
Handling on wet and dry asphalt
Overall score

7.1

The American company Cooper Tire and Rubber is one of the world’s ten leading car tyre manufacturers, with annual output of nearly
45 million tyres. But this brand is still a rarity in Russia, and Cooper Zeon CS6 tyres are no reason to regret this. With that kind of grip
on wet asphalt, they can compete only with second line tyres. The car brakes poorly, and quickly breaks into a skid in turns. On the
handling track, you have to drive noticeably slower than on competing tyres. The most unexpected thing is that the tyres cuts
by a large number of lateral groove “float” on puddles sooner than the others.
Braking is mediocre on dry asphalt, and the car is unstable in fast turns on the handling track: the rear axle sometimes “flows” into
a skid at the worst possible moment. But comfort isn’t the worst – noise level and ride comfort are average.
Mediocre tyres offered in Russia at an unreasonably high price.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
59
(40 standard sizes are available,
from 185/55 R15 to 225/40 R18)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.7
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
26
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.7 Date of manufacture (week-year)
31-13
Country of manufacture
England

Matador MP 44 Elite 3
+
-

•
•
•
•

Grip and handling on wet asphalt
Grip and handling on dry asphalt
Hydroplaning resistance
Low comfort level
Overall score

8.85

The success of Matador tyres in their segment is easy to predict if you recall that the Slovak company Matador has been 100% owned
by Continental since 2009. Matador tyres were previously manufactured at the Matador-Omskshina joint venture in Omsk, but
Continental will now manufacture some models for Russia at its own plant in Kaluga and will supply others from Slovakia.
Matador tyres are in third place in “absolute” terms for braking properties on wet asphalt. And you can drive fast on the handling track.
They break into a skid a bit abruptly, the car remains under control.
Matadors also perform really well on dry asphalt: braking properties are good, and you can enter turns quickly without worrying about
skidding, since the car continues to react decisively to the steering wheel and propulsion.
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Noise and ride comfort are average.
Overall, they have a very good price/quality ratio. We recommend them.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
(35 standard sizes are available,
from 185/65 R15 to 225/55 R16)
Speed rating
H (210 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
8.0 Date of manufacture (week-year)
Country of manufacture

59

8.2
45
02-13
Slovakia

Formula Energy
+

• High hydroplaning resistance

-

• Grip on wet asphalt
Overall score

8.05

After Pirelli bought two Russian tyre plants (of the bankrupt company Amtel in Kirov and Voronezh), they needed a new brand under
which the Russian plants would product “second line” tyres. Formula tyres are manufactured on new equipment in Voronezh along with
Pirelli tyres.
The asymmetric tread of the Formula Energy tyres resists hydroplaning just as well as the tread of Pirelli tyres. However, Formula
noticeably lags on wet asphalt, where the composition of the rubber mix is important. They perform well enough in the subgroup
of second line tyres. Abrupt breaks into skidding interfere with fast driving, but the car remains under control during skids.
Performance is average on dry asphalt; but when it comes to noise and ride comfort, Formula tyres are preferable to the more
expensive Nokian and Bridgestone brands. In the final rating, Formula tyres were higher than Bridgestone, on a level with the
Yokohama tyres.
A successful debut.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
60
(20 standard sizes are available,
from 175/70 R13 to 225/65 R17))
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
8.1
Load index
94 (670 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
25
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.3 Date of manufacture (week-year)
24-13
Country of manufacture
Russia

Nordman SX
+

• High hydroplaning resistance

-

• Grip on wet asphalt
• Handling on wet asphalt
• Low comfort level
Overall score

7.4

While other manufacturers design new tread patterns for “second line” tyres, and thus are forced to make press molds from scratch,
Nokian Tyres takes a more rational approach by using press molds from previous Nokian generations for Nordman tyres. The tread
pattern of Nordman SX tyres is exactly the same as the Nokian i3. The same tread and the same digital wear indicators. It’s nice
to have, since the driver can see the remaining tread depth in millimeters.
The main advantage is good hydroplaning resistance. However, grip on wet asphalt isn’t that good. You really notice this on the wet
handling track – the car abruptly breaks into a skid, and you can’t always find the fine line between locking the wheels during braking.
Grip on dry asphalt isn’t impressive either, and Nordman SX tyres have the longest braking distance. They’re also noisy and stiff.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
62
(22 standard sizes are available,
from 155/70 RI3 to 225/40 R18)
Speed rating
H (210 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.8
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
22
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
8.5 Date of manufacture (week-year)
29-13
Country of manufacture
Russia

Cordiant Sport 3
+
-

•
•
•
•

Hydroplaning resistance
Grip on wet asphalt
Handling on wet asphalt
Noise
Overall score
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7.35

The new Cordiant models are suspiciously like Nokians. To a large extent, the tread of Cordiant Sport 3 tyres is the same as the tread
of the Nokian Hakka Blue. There’s even a wear indicator, although simplified, in the form of a sipe of variable depth. However, let
concerned parties deal with plagiarism. We’re concerned with the actual performance of the tyres.
They’re not great on wet asphalt, and their grip is inadequate during braking and in turns. They break abruptly into skids on the
handling track. If you make mistakes, these skids are too prolonged, and the track is barely wide enough. However, in “spring floods”,
the Cordiants perform even better than Nokians, allowing you to drive 3 km/h faster in a special bath.
Grip is average on dry asphalt, and there are no special problems with handling. However, there’s nothing “sporty” about them, despite
their name. They’re ordinary economy class tyres. They’re also quite noisy and whine on both smooth and rough asphalt.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
65
(9 standard sizes are available,
from 195/55 RI3 to 225/65 R16)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.5
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
22
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.0 Date of manufacture (week-year)
21-13
Country of manufacture
Russia

Viatti Strada Asimmetrico
+

• Price

-

•
•
•
•

Grip on wet asphalt
Grip and handling on dry asphalt
High rolling resistance
Noise
Overall score

6.8

These tyres with the lovely Italian name are manufactured by the off-take technology at the Nizhnekamsk Tyre Factory. We’ve already
tested Viatti winter tyres and they performed decently in some tests (AR No. 19, 2013). However, Viatti Strada Asimmetrico summer
tyres turned out worse. The rubber tread performs poorly on wet asphalt, and both their longitudinal and lateral grip is clearly
inadequate. The car skidded almost continuously on the handling track.
The tread, which remotely resembles first generation ContiPremiumContact tyres, “floats” early on puddles.
The Viatti tyres also showed poor grip on dry asphalt, both during braking and on the handling track. Reactions to turns of the steering
wheel are “smeared”.
Comfort is mediocre; and in terms of fuel economy, these tyres are the worst. They also have the highest rolling resistance. The only
undisputed advantage of these tyres is their low price.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
66
(7 standard sizes are available,
from 195/65 R15 to 225/45 R17)
Speed rating
V (240 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
8.1
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
19
grams/wheel
Weight, kg
9.9 Date of manufacture (week-year)
11-11
Country of manufacture
Russia

Sava Intensa
+
-

•
•
•
•

Noise comfort
Very poor grip on wet asphalt
Low hydroplaning resistance
Handling on dry asphalt
Overall score

6.75

The Slovenian company Sava has been wholly owned by Goodyear since 2004, while cooperation between these two companies started
back in 1995. Thus, all Sava tyres manufactured today are designed under supervision or directly by Goodyear specialists. Knowing the
strong side of Goodyear tyres, we assumed that Sava tyres would perform well on wet asphalt.
No such luck. They have very poor grip – during braking from 80 km/h, the card needs another ten meters of clear road. They also had
the worst time on the handling track. Acceleration doesn’t work; it’s a good thing that skids start smoothly, and then reliable contact
with the asphalt returns just as smoothly.
The arrow-shaped tread pattern didn’t live up to expectations, and hydroplaning started very early.
Braking is mediocre on dry asphalt, and the rear axle “flows” at the limit on the handling track. You have to strenuously correct the
course with the steering wheel. If you’re too late, the car breaks into a dangerous skid. However, during leisurely driving, you’ll enjoy
the peace and quiet inside – Sava tyres aren’t the softest, but they were one of the quietest in our test.
But the Intensa model is being taken off the market and will be replaced by the Sava Intensa HP. Let’s hope for better quality.
Size
205/55 RI6 Shore rubber hardness, un.
63
(63 standard sizes are available,
from 165/60 R14 to 255/35 R18)
Speed rating
W (270 km/h) Tread pattern depth, mm
7.5
Load index
91 (615 kg) Average loaded weight during balancing,
34
grams/wheel
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Weight, kg
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8.3 Date of manufacture (week-year)
Country of manufacture

03-13
Slovenia

